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TAGS: EINVMX 

SUBJECT: NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
COMMISSION 

1 . ON MAY 10, CIPRIANO GOMEZ LARA WAS REMOVED AS EXECU- 
TIVE SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN INVESTMENT COMMISSION AND 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN THE SECRETARIAT 
OF PATRIMONY AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. HIS REPLACEMENT 
HECTOR ALVAREZ DE LA CADENA. 

2. ALVAREZ DE LA CADENA HAS WORKED IN BOTH THE PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE SECTORS AS AN ECONOMIST. HIS VIEWS ON FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT ARE NOT KNOWN BUT THE SHIFT IS BEING HERALDED 
IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS AS PRECEDENT TO A SHIFT IN POLI- 
CIES TOWARD FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR 
WHAT THESE SHIFTS WILL ENTAIL, EXCEPT THAT THEY SHOULD, IN 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, REDUCE SOME OF THE OBSTACLES ENCOUNTER- 
ED BY FOREIGN INVESTORS. SOME SIGNS SHOULD EMERGE OVER 

THE NEXT MONTH OR SO. THE VARIOUS RUMORS LED NATAN WARMAN, 
UNDER-SECRETARY FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT, TO TELL REPORT- 
ERS COVERING AN AMCHAM MEETING ON MAY 16 THAT "NO LAW WILL 
BE MODIFIED." THIS TYPE OF STATEMENT LEAVES OPEN THE POSS- 
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IBILITY OF MODIFYING REGULATIONS WHICH HAVE IRRITATED 
FOREIGN INVESTORS (SEE 77 MEXICO 15399) OR FOR DIFFERENT 
NUANCES IN IMPLEMENTING THE FOREIGN INVESTMENT LAW. 

3. APPARENTLY SEVERAL OF GOMEZ LARA'S DEPUTIES ARE ALSO 
PLANNING TO RESIGN. THOMPSON 
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